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He�o fe�ow trave�ers,
 
This magazine is �e co�ab�ative eff�t of a team of 
passionate trave�ers from various countries. 
 
Wi� �is fr� online magazine we would like to share our 
passion f� trave�ing.
 
We try to combine trave�ing wi� cultural experiences, 
because we believe �at in �der to rea�y enjoy your visit 
to a place, a city � a country, you must em�ace �e 
culture and understand �e way of living of its people.
  
Welcome,

The Voyagers Voice team

Disclaimer

Voyagers Voice is not responsible for the content and photographs submitted by our collaborators / authors 
of the articles. This responsibility is exclusively with the author of each article.

Voyagers Voice would like to thank all our contributors, who help make this edition of the magazine possible.
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Imperdiet proin fermentum leo vel orci. Ultricies mi quis hendrerit dolor magna eget est lorem ipsum. 
Fringilla phasellus faucibus scelerisque eleifend donec pretium vulputate sapien nec. Est placerat in 
egestas erat imperdiet. Nibh ipsum consequat nisl vel. Nullam vehicula ipsum a arcu cursus vitae. Vel 
eros donec ac odio tempor orci dapibus ultrices in.

Fringilla urna porttitor rhoncus dolor purus non enim praesent. Enim nec dui nunc mattis enim. Nulla 
facilisi nullam vehicula ipsum a. Eleifend donec pretium vulputate sapien nec sagittis aliquam 
malesuada bibendum. Tristique senectus et netus et malesuada fames.

Your phot� o� our 
cover

Do you have a photo from your travels that would be great for a future cover 
for Voyagers Voice magazine? If so, we would love to feature your photo on a 
cover if possible. 

Please send your ‘high resolution’ (at least 2mb) photograph (in JPEG format) 
and in portrait to info@voyagersvoice.com, together with a brief description 
of what the photo is of and where it was �aken, In the email, please confirm it 
is YOUR OWN photograph and that you give us permission to use i�.

All cover photos used within a calendar year will be entered into a 
competition for a small prize and the winner will be decided by a poll with 
our readers. �e winner’s name will be published in the first edition of 2022.
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SNFCC : 
A LIGHTHOUSE 
OF CULTURE 
IN ATHENS
By Tony Tsap

SNFCC (Stavros Niarchos Foundation Cultural Center) is a cultural hub 
that came to change the everyday day life of Athenians and at the 
same time it is a perfect example of how private initiative and the state 
can work together harmoniously with impressive results. It is located in 
the bay of Faliro on the Athenian seafront and houses new facilities for 
the National Library of Greece (NLG) and the Greek National Opera 
(GNO), as well as the 210,000 m² Stavros Niarchos Park. Its 
construction was funded by the Stavros Niarchos Foundation and the 
€566 million project after its completion in 2016 was donated to the 
Greek state in 2017.
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The project was the vision of the Co-
President of the Foundation, Andreas 
Dracopoulos - nephew of Stavros Niarchos - 
and the effort to implement the donation 
began in 1998. The initial plan was to make
separate donations to the National Library 
and the National Opera, but in 2006 it was 
decided to build a complex for both 
organisations. After several negotiations and 
discussions with the Greek state, the area of
the former horse race (Hippodrome) was 
chosen. The area was abandoned before the 
2004 Olympic Games in Athens, because the
Hippodrome was moved outside the city 
limits (in Markopoulo).

In 2008, the Foundation selected the 
renowned Italian architect Renzo Piano to 
design the complex. Renzo Piano became 
world famous when he designed (along with 
Richard Rogers) the Centre Georges 
Pompidou in Paris and the Shard (London 
Bridge Tower) in London. Finally the 
construction started in 2012. Piano visualised 
the SNFCC as a building rising out of the 
ground like a piece of the earth’s crust. 
Therefore an artificial hill was constructed 
and the roof of both the library and the opera 
house are emerging beneath it. The library is 
lower and the artificial hill concludes with the 
opera house. The roof of the library is
covered with ground material and planted 
with indigenous Greek plants. 

Apart from the main construction, the Stavros 
Niarchos Park with many facilities and 
activities is located around the hill and is one 
of the largest green areas in the urban 
district of Athens. At the same time, a large 
artificial canal was constructed parallel to 
the complex and was filled with sea water. 
The Canal is 400 meters long and 30 metres 
wide and it was designed in order to 
emphasize the relationship between the 
Center and the seafront by physically 
incorporating the element of water.
 
Finally, the Lighthouse of SNFCC (“Pharos” in 
Greek) is located at the top of the Greek 
National Opera and is a space encased in 
glass, offering panoramic views of Athens, 
Piraeus and the Saronic Gulf, as well as
direct visual connection to the Acropolis hill. 
Surrounding the Lighthouse is an open-air 
space, sheltered by the canopy of the 
building. The Lighthouse apart from a 
wonderful place to hang out, has also 
become a place where several cultural 
activities take place, such as music concerts 
and book readings. 
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However, although the SNFCC is an 
impressive building complex, a real
gem for the city of Athens, more 
important is the fact that it redefined
the use of public space and the 
importance of culture. The Center is 
an
open space that manages to combine 
entertainment and culture in a unique 
way. It is at the same time a place for 
walking, for recreation, for food and 
coffee (in one of the restaurants, cafes 
and kiosks that exist here), but at the 
same time it is a place of direct 
contact with culture.

The Library building is a freely 
accessible area where, in addition to 
the library exhibits, there are living 
rooms, computers and free spaces 
where everyone regardless of age can 
spend their time creatively. On the 
other hand, the Opera, although not 
freely accessible, hosting in its two
stages (the main and the alternative 
stage) a series of performances 
(opera, music, dance, musical, etc.) at 
very affordable prices, has 
transformed into a place of art, 
beloved by all and not only by fans of 
classical opera.Photo by Dimitris Chapsoulas on Unsplash
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https://unsplash.com/@synesthe2ia?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


An interesting detail about the things 
you could do at the Center venues is 
to see the Spyros Louis Cup. On April 
18, 2012 the Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation announced that it acquired 
Bréal’s Silver Cup - the first Marathon 
Winner’s Cup presented to Spyros 
Louis at the first Modern Olympic 
Games in Athens in 1896 - in an 
auction held at Christie’s, where it was 
being offered for sale by the runner’s 
grandson. The Cup is usually exhibited 
in Agora - the area of the complex 
which is located between the Library 
and the Opera - but also travels 
around the world, where it is 
presented at various events.

The most important of all the 
interesting things that happen at 
SNFCC is the Summer Nostos Festival 
(now called SNF Nostos), which takes 
place every June. It is organized and 
funded by the Stavros Niarchos 
Foundation and is called "nostos" 
which in Greek means "return home,
repatriation", symbolizing the return of 
the Center in the hands of the 
Foundation for a few days after its 
donation to the Greek State. It is a
diverse international festival full of art, 
discussions, bold ideas, music, dance, 
performances, entertainment and 
sports, for visitors of all ages.The 
Festival is a composition of a program 
with favorite Greek and international 
artists, a conference with the 
participation of top speakers,an 
evening running race, as well as 
various lectures and activities in 
collaboration with Johns Hopkins 
University.

Photo by George Tasios on Unsplash

It is not surprising that the Center, since its 
first presentation to the public in August 
2016, has become a popular destination 
for all Athenians. Whether they are 
attending a concert, walking in the park, 
cycling, eating, having a cup of coffee, 
bringing the kids to play or coming to the 
Summer Festival, most of the citizens of 
the city have visited this cultural hub. At 
the same time it has become one of the 
top tourist attractions of Greece and a 
mandatory stop for every visitor to 
Athens. 

You could visit the official websites of the 
Center, the National Library of Greece and 
the National Greek Opera in order to 
prepare your visit here the next time you 
visit Athens. 
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Delights and mishaps 
at  Miramare Castle

Miramare Castle can seduce visitors with its 
suggestive position even before its architecture
can be admired: overlooking the Gulf of Trieste, 
the Karst Plateau behind it, all around an
enchanting Italian-style garden decorated with 
statues and exotic plants. Its name is the
Italianised form of the Spanish “mirar el mar”, 
which means “looking at the sea”. It can be
reached from the centre of Trieste, a city with a 
mitteleuropean charm located in the extreme
north-east of Italy, 10 kilometres from the border 
with Slovenia, through an avenue that
stretches along the coastline. The walk to get to 
the castle, especially if the sea is stormy and
the sky covered with clouds, takes the visitor 
back in time. It is the perfect prelude to an
enchanting view.
 

 

By Giulia Carosi
Miramare Castle has a fascinating history. It was 
built between 1856 and 1860, based on a
project by the architect Carlo Iunker. It was 
commissioned by Ferdinand Maximilian of
Habsburg, Archduke of Austria and later 
Emperor of Mexico, who wanted to live there 
with his wife, Princess Charlotte of Belgium.
 
This magnificent love nest, however, witnessed a 
sad fate. The couple moved to the manor in 
1860. During their stay, they also hosted the
archduke's brother, Franz Joseph Emperor of 
Austria, and his wife Elisabeth of Bavaria, better
known as Princess Sissi. However, in 1864 
Maximilian and Charlotte had to leave for Mexico, 
where the archduke became emperor and 
assumed the name Maximilian I of Mexico. In 
Latin America the emperor did not have an easy 
life. The Republicans immediately opposed his 
government, up to the point of shooting him in 
Querétaro, in central Mexico. The shooting of the 
emperor, which took place in 1867, was 
immortalised in a splendid painting by Manet, 
The Execution of Maximilian (1867-1868).

Photo by Chripell (Flickr)
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In the meantime Carlotta, given the Mexican political instability, had returned to 
Miramare. After her husband died, she began to show signs of mental health disorder. 
She died in Belgium in 1927, never fully recovering. The castle was not completely 
uninhabited. Even after the shooting of her brother-in-law, Princess Sissi often returned 
to Trieste, always choosing "the castle overlooking the sea" as her residence, the last 
time in 1882 on an official visit. On that occasion the sumptuous halls of the building 
returned to shine. In 1955 Miramare was declared a State Historical Museum; both the 
interior and the park are open to visitors.
 
The architectural style of the castle is characterised by the fusion of different art trends,
including the German Renaissance and the Dutch Rococo, with the white Istrian stone 
facade to make it peculiar. The interiors are superb: gold inlaid ceilings, luxurious 
upholstery and chandeliers, nineteenth-century armour, precious porcelain, oak wood 
decorations, French furniture, paintings by Italian masters and exotic weapons. The 
castle also houses some paintings by Carlotta and a portrait of her. What is more, the 
view of the Gulf of Trieste from its panoramic terrace is a dream.
 
Next to the castle there is a square with a fountain in the middle; below this spot you 
can see the small port from which Maximilian sailed for Mexico. An Egyptian sphynx 
was placed to decorate the pier: it is the only remaining testimony of the archduke’s 
collection of Egyptian artifacts.
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mirar el mar

Photos by Fabrice Gallina 
(archivio PromoTurismoFVG)

Add heading

12



The garden surrounding the castle, about 55 acres, was designed by 
Maximilian of Habsburg. You can stroll along paths covered with leachate 
admiring the archduke's collection of plants and trees: cedars of Lebanon, 
Mexican and African firs, sequoias and cypresses, Chinese wisteria and rare 
flowers. Classical statues and fountains alternate with vegetation. In the lower 
part of the park, by leveling the land, a well-kept Italian garden was created. 
Lush boxwood hedges demilit its boundaries, inside there are evergreen plants 
from all over the world combined with local vegetation. In such eclectic 
botanical experiment, it is a pleasure to take a walk looking for a gentle sea 
breeze.

 

In the upper part of the park, close to the Karst slope, there is a more wooded 
area, with tall trees that were intended to reforest the entire coast of the Gulf 

of Trieste. Along an uphill avenue, you can arrive at a pitch with period 
cannons, where a Castelletto (small castle) stands in a panoramic position. This 

is one of the best points from which to photograph the Miramare Castle and 
the coast. The Castelletto hosted Carlotta and Maximilian when the manor was 

still under construction, today there is a team of restorers. From the pitch, 
climbing a stone staircase, you can reach a square, where a bronze statue 

portrays the
archduke who is looking at the sea.

Photo by Bogitw (Pixabay)
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Photo by Bogitw (Pixabay)

If you want to admire the beauties of the castle, enjoy a 3D virtual 
tourthrough its immense lounges and sumptuous rooms by following 

this link : The Castle of Miramare
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We are looking for people to 
help contribute to our 
magazine. Do you think you 
have knowledge of culture 
and/or art-related aspects 
about a destination in the 
world of travel? If you do, 
 then please contact us at 
info@voyagersvoice.com  for 
more information.

Collaborators 
needed
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Bhutan is a small landlocked Himalayan country, 
sandwiched between India and China, with a very 
unique culture and tradition and a population of 
seven lakh. It is also known as the “Switzerland of 
Asia” because of its shape, area and mountainous 
location. Bhutan is one of the most attractive 
tourist destinations in the world due to its unique 
philosophy of Gross National Happiness (GNH) 
which focuses on four pillars namely sustainable 
and equitable socio-economic development, 
conservation of environment, preservation and 
promotion of culture and good governance.

A trip to Bhutan will lure every aspiring tourist 
into sampling the charms of this beautiful land 
such as the pleasant aroma of flora and stunning 
landscape both of the lowland with freshly 
covered vegetation and highland with beautifully 
snow-capped mountains. Bhutan is traditionally 
culture centred and beautified with splendid 
fortresses and blessed sacred sites.

Taktshang: The Tiger Nest, which is a cultural icon 
of Bhutan located in Paro, is the sacred site that 
every tourist wishes to visit. The monastery hung 
on the precarious cliff at 3000 feet above the Paro 
valley has existed since 8th century when 
Buddhist master Guru Padmasambhawa flew 
riding on the flying tigress and meditated in the 
cave for three years, three months, three weeks, 
three days and three hours, where the monastery 
is to this day. Paro Taktshang consists of four 
temples and there are eight holy caves in the 
monastery. The buildings are interconnected with 
staircases carved into the rock.

No traveller leaves Bhutan without visiting the site 
owing to its wonderful location and its sacredness. 
There is no doubt that travellers will enjoy the 
unique combination of spiritual hike and 
sightseeing. Visitors will able to create memories 
with beautiful scenery photographs. We are sure 
that experiences of visiting Bhutan will assist our 
valued guest to discover the beauty and history of 
"The Land of Thunder Dragon."

by Sonam Cheki

The Tiger Nest

BHUTAN
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Interview 
with 
traveller 
Gary Davis 
from
GD travel Q:  Are you discovering a different way to travel?

 

A:  Well yes, but maybe not in the way you are thinking. At 
present as I answer this, we are in our third national 
lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic and we have 
been told that travel is not permitted, so one way I have 
been travelling, is virtually. I watch YouTube videos on my 
television, some videos are walk-around luxury hotels while 
other videos are on different locations and destinations, so, 
in a way I have discovered a different way to travel and still 
able to sleep in my own bed at night. 

Q: Will travel change after the pandemic?

A: Sadly yes, for some time, just like travel changed around 
the world following the 911 terrorist attacks, where security 
heightened all around the world. Some of the changes will 
eventually go and some will stay. I think the travel and 
hospitality industries will adapt, and there may be ways that 
food at hotels is presented - I have always thought that 
buffets are not the most hygienic way to serve food as it is. 
and I think some of the costs may be passed on to 
travellers by airlines, travel companies and the like. and 
travel insurance charges may increase too, although some 
people will be eager to get on the planes again to visit 
abroad, there may be more people choosing to holiday at 
home more.

In the first issue of the traveller interview section, we have chosen Gary 
Davis to interview about travel. Gary is a British traveller from London, 
England, who likes mostly long-haul trips. In addition to being a 
traveller himself, Gary, through his 'GD travel' brand helps fellow 
travellers with FREE travel news, advice, guidance, and special features, 
after many years of good and bad travel experiences and has almost 
93,000 followers.

By Marco Geri
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Q:  What inspires you / motivates you to travel ?
  
A:  People and places... There is a lot out there to discover. 
Travel educates you; you get to learn about other cultures, 
other people, new experiences, and new foods to try. I 
personally think it helps each other understand each other 
more. Plus, it is just nice to see new places.

Q: To make the perfect place in the world, with the places 
that you have visited, what would you put together to make 
it perfect? 

A: Well, it would be nice to take the sunny, warm (but not 
too hot weather) from most places, a range of non-
dangerous animals from various countries, especially any 
that may be in danger where they currently live from 
poaching or fires... I saw an amazing way to charge phones 
in Marrakech, Morocco, they look like modern art, shaped 
like a tree, but they are solar panels, and at the bottom 
there are seats so you can sit and charge your phone - an 
amazing idea! Good public transport, good buses, and a 
metro system and just a clean, modern city with plenty of 
parks and a clean river, with pleasure boats.

Q:  Which place did you like the least?
  
A:  I have been lucky to like almost everywhere that I have visited, I always try to look at the best parts of the 
location rather than the worst. But I suppose the worst place for me was Diani beach near Mombasa in 
Kenya... not the beach, that was amazing, but the fact that there are very persuasive men who are aggressive, 
who force you buy souvenirs from them, I was almost held prisoner by 10 men in a hut that I was taken to 
before I paid them 12,040 Kenyan Shillings (approx. £80 / $110 / €90) for a few small wooden ornaments 
which were probably worth about £10 (approx. $13 / €11) but I felt like I was buying my freedom - very scary!

Q: In your opinion, what are the most effective tools to tell of a trip, videos, photos, words?  

A:  I think each of those or all three, depending on what you are using, as they say a photo can say a thousand 
words, it is visual, so you can see the views, words, help explain and narrate your experience and videos can 
be a step further than a photo, where you can see movement and action and hear the location (unless music 
is played over the original sounds).

Q: What is the most important thing for you in a destination? 

 A: For me it is good public transport, clean water, and plenty of places to eat, and of course, plenty of warm 
sunshine.
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Q:  For what reason do you choose a destination? 
  
A:  Well for me, I like good, warm, sunshine when I travel somewhere, I like to see the real place, meet the 
locals (who hopefully are friendly and welcoming), to see the buildings both old and new, and just the 
different ways people live. The price also helps with the destination, but I believe sometimes, you must pay 
slightly more for the experience. History and culture are also important too.
 
Q: What would you take with you that is important and significant on a long trip? 
 
A:  Well, I think money and your passport are the obvious, to be able to return home... sunscreen and a basic 
first aid box is vital as is insect repellent depending on where you are travelling to, oh and of course a smart 
phone, to stay in touch with family and friends, to use as a map and for taking photos and videos with if you 
don't take a separate camera.  

 
 

Gary in a hotel on the small island of Nosy Be, part of the African 
county of Madagascar

GD travel can be found on a number of social media platforms (search 
GDtraveltips) so if you want to be updated on most things about travel and 

tourism, do not hesitate to follow him @GDtraveltips 
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Q: If you had to travel like in Jules Verne's book 'Around the world in 80 days' which destinations 
would you choose and why? 

 A: I would love to start off in the South Pacific, I would love to explore all of these islands, 
simply because not many people do due to their remote location... Bora Bora is my number one 
desire in French Polynesia together with Tahiti, they look amazing and it would be great to visit 
the people of these islands, as well as meeting tribes in other countries who don't get to meet 
many or any foreigners, and I would love in return to bring some of them to London, England, to 
see how they react to the developed world, like simple things we take for granted, cars, 
automatic doors, escalators, steps, that move etc... but basically, I think I would need more than 
80 days to see everywhere I would like to visit.



TRAVEL & CULTURE

WoW - World of Wine opened in 
July 2020 in Porto and is one of the 
largest tourism projects launched 
in Europe in 2020. It is housed in 
55,000sq metres of restored port 
wine cellars. 
 
With six museums, nine 
restaurants, bars and cafés, shops, 
gallery, event spaces and a wine 
school, WOW pays homage to the 
city of Porto and tells the story of 
some of the most important 
Portuguese industries.

The Wine Experience, Porto 
Region Across the Ages, Planet 
Cork, The Chocolate Story and The 
Bridge Collection are six unique 
museum experiences that will 
impress every visitor and help 
them understand the history and 
tradition of the city.

For more information visit WoW's 
official site.
 

WoW
is
Porto's 
new
cultural 
destination
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https://wow.pt/


The origin and 
history of 

Colombian coffee

Besides being a country with many beautiful 
destinations full of culture, Colombia is 
famous for being one of the countries with the 
greatest biodiversity in the world. With all that 
fauna and flora that characterises this territory. 
In 1999, a group of Colombian businessmen 
founded the National Agricultural Cultural 
Park called Panaca. Panaca is located in the 
municipality of Quimbaya, in the region of 
Quindío.

The park seeks to promote the interaction of 
man with nature and domestic zoology. It is a 
theme park, which offers shows, eight thematic 
stations and more than 4500 domestic animals, 
and aims for visitors to learn about the main 
activities of the agricultural sector, as well as 
the traditions of the field. In the following link 
you can see the Virtual tour of Panaca.

By Alexandra Heredia
 Photos by Luis Eduardo Gonzalez Gomez 
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http://www.circulodesuboficiales.com/Tour_360_Paraiso_Cafetero/Index.html


In order to understand how important is co�ee 
to Colombian people you should know the history 
of co�ee which is closely linked to the territorial 

and social history of the country. 

Of the many varieties of plants that 
exist in Colombia, coffee is 
undoubtedly the most important. 
According to the botanical 
description, coffee is a plant native 
to East Africa, precisely from the 
territory that today corresponds to 
Ethiopia, where it grew wild.

Since the Ethiopian area is close to 
the Arabian Peninsula, during the 
Middle Ages coffee was cultivated 
in fertile areas of Arabia, which is 
why today the most widely 
cultivated variety of coffee is known 
as Arabica.

In order to understand how 
important is coffee to Colombian 
people, you should know the history 
of coffee which is closely linked to 
the territorial and social history of 
the country. The coffee plant came 
to this territory during colonial 
times. The arrival of coffee was very 
timely for the inhabitants of 
Colombia since it would allow them 
to diversify their sources of income 
in the long term, since they were 
going through the decline of gold 
mining, which had been the 
predominant economic 
activity until then.

With the cultivation of coffee in the 
middle of the 19th century, the 
Antioquia Colonisation took place, 
with which the territories located to 
the south of Antioquia were 
populated, where numerous 
humble families were looking for 
possibilities of access to land.

Over the years, thousands of 
hectares of new cultivated lands 
were contributed to the Colombian 
economy. Coffee was transformed 
into a great export industry that 
offered a new possibility of capital 
formation, which later drifted into 
commerce and industry. Thus, 
coffee production became, in the 
last decades of the 19th century, the 
basis of the Colombian economy. 

In 1927, Colombian coffee growers 
came together to create an 
organisation that would represent 
them nationally and internationally, 
and that would ensure their 
wellbeing and the improvement of 
their quality of life. Thus arose the 
National Federation of Coffee 
Growers of Colombia, considered 
today as one of the largest rural 
organisations in the world. The 
federation is a non-profit entity, and 
is not affiliated with any political 
party.
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In 1959, the National Federation of Coffee 
Growers commissioned the creation of a 
character to identify Colombian coffee, to 
represent the thousands of Colombian coffee 
growers and their families. This character is 
Juan Valdez, and he has become an advertising 
and 
recognition icon, since few brands promoted 
and developed by agricultural producers have 
reached similar levels of diffusion and 
recognition.

Climate and geography are very important to 
coffee growing. The coffee plant grows in an 
environment where the average temperature is 
between 15ºc and 25ºc. In addition to the 
temperature, enough sunlight (an average of 
five hours a day), air humidity, and light winds 
are needed for growing coffee. Very mild and a 
good amount of rain, with regular rainfall during 
different months of the year

In 2011, Unesco inscribed the coffee cultural 
landscape on the world heritage list. This 
recognition commits the Colombian state, the 
international, national and local community to 
its protection, but it is also an opportunity for its 
inhabitants and visitors to get to know the 
landscape and participate in its preservation. To 
see and understand a little more the magical 
landscape of the Eje Cafetero, the Colombian 
Government made several advertising 
campaigns, as can be seen in the short videos 
of the following links: 
Colombia, realismo mágico - Comercial Paisaje 
cultural cafetero 1
Colombia, realismo mágico - Comercial Paisaje 
cultural cafetero 2

 

Colombia
Currently in Colombia, coffee cultivation is 
carried out in almost all regions, however, this 
cultivation has had a fundamental importance 
in the area of the departments of Antioquia and 
especially those of the coffee region (Quindío, 
Caldas and Risaralda).
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tYFzIkyHst4&ab_channel=PresidenciadelaRep%C3%BAblica-Colombia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R-rj7Oj_S_U&ab_channel=PresidenciadelaRep%C3%BAblica-Colombia


Cuban culture is a mixture where cultural manifestations from four continents merge: Europe, Africa, 
America and Asia, which has given it that dimension of universality that it enjoys.

Cuba is an island, but at the same time it is more than beaches, rum, “mulatas y rumberas” or cigars. 
Cuba is its people, its traditions, its culture and syncretism. Because in that mixture of culture that the 
Cuban people belong, beliefs and religions are collected as a result of great mixtures; some more 
rooted in time than others, but which determine the Cubanness of this people.

Part of the authenticity of a nation is in the culture it treasures. Cuba is a worthy example of the variety 
of essences, traditions and beliefs that made up what it has today, and that has proudly nuanced the 
sound, dances, rhythms and colour of this island composed of the blood of the aborigines, black 
Africans, Europeans, Chinese and other ethnic groups; until forming the typical Cuban Creole.

The culture of 
Cuban music

By Pepe González
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Many would agree when it is stated that there are 
few countries in the world where music occupies 
such an important place as in Cuba. Without a 
doubt, it seems that music is always primordial for 
Cubans.
 
In a bar, a restaurant, on the street, in homes, 
shops or offices, music is everywhere. During your 
trip to Cuba, you may often come across 
musicians wherever you go - whether they are 
amateurs or true virtuosos - and you can enjoy 
their improvised concerts. In Cuba there are no 
perfect places to listen to quality music, no 
matter where you listen to it, it will always have a 
unique sound.

Cuban
music

On this island, when the music plays, it is not to 
stay with your arms and keep the rhythm with 
your feet under the table. During your stay in 
Cuba you will soon realise that almost everyone 
knows how to dance or, at least, everyone dances. 

From the youngest to the oldest, all Cubans have 
the custom of dancing with passion and intensity, 
be it salsa, a danzón or a guaguancó. In addition, 
it is always delightful  to observe in the different 
local music centres, what strange totally 
mismatched dance couples are formed , the 
younger ones mix with the older ones and vice 
versa, but what is certain is that they shake their 
hips with the same enthusiasm to the sound of 
the music that sounds at that moment.

In Cuba, the social condition does not matter, nor 
do the problems and worries, the Cubans put 
aside their complexes and shame and they 
simply dance! 
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danzón // guaguancó
Cuban music as well as many groups of Cuban musicians enjoy great international fame. You 
have probably heard the members of the “Buena Vista Social Club”, protagonists in 1999 of a 
magnificent documentary on Cuban music directed by Wim Wenders. Compay Segundo and 
Ibrahim Ferrer who are acclaimed around the world standing out.

However, there are many other Cuban musicians inside and outside the island who have made 
Cuban music hugely popular and influential throughout the world. In recent years a new 
generation of musicians have emerged, more modern and contemporary. They play a style 
generally called "fusion", since they mix rap, reggaeton, funk or reggae.

No matter what you want to hear, here you will always find that note that you did not know 
sounded so good, and that magic of having to get up from where you are sitting and let 
yourself be carried away by the real and wonderful of the best of Cuba and the Cubans, its 
music.
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MEET THE TEAM OF THE 
1ST ISSUE

Marco Geri and Alexandra Heredia from bontryp.com

Bontryp is a different way to discover travel deals all over the 
world, and here’s why: They don’t sell travel offers, they just help 
you to get the best deal to suit your needs. They provide economic 
options for travel; everyone can travel with bontryp, regardless of 
your situation. In this way you save time on travel searches and 
money on your trips.

Gary Davis from GD travel tips

Useful travel news, views and special features on all
things travel - stay up-to-date with all the latest 
travel news and information, especially during these 
times in an ever-changing world of travel. 
twitter.com/gdtraveltips / 
instagram.com/gdtraveltips / 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/188996537939870

Tony Tsap from foodandtravel.blog
 
A website for people who want to travel and taste new 
things. Travelling is a way to escape, learn, discover 
unforgettable places, meet interesting people and try 
gastronomy from all over the world.

Giulia Carosi from italiastraniera.it
 
Travel, art and culture blog, with news and insights on 
the most suggestive and least known places in Italy.

Sonam Cheki from lhoasiadiscovery.com 
  
Lho Asia Discovery is registered with the Tourism 
Council of Bhutan licensed by Royal Government of 
Bhutan based in Thimphu. They are always here to 
help and provide satisfied tour package to our 
values guest. 

Pepe Gonzalez from freetourrevolucion

Young Cuban, delighted with the history of his 
country. Freetour guide and tourism student at the 
University of Havana.

 

(in alphabetical order)

28

https://bontryp.com/
https://twitter.com/GDTraveltips
https://foodandtravel.blog/
https://italiastraniera.it/
http://www.lhoasiadiscovery.com/content/index
https://www.instagram.com/gdtraveltips/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/188996537939870
https://linktr.ee/freetourrevolucion
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